
ARTIST STATEMENT 

 

I am a street photographer.  Whether inside or outdoors, 

where I am is my studio.  Part of my pleasure is in the 

‘discovery’ of an image that moves, involves and 

capDvates me.  I look for the possibility of the poeDc.  

The art of photography is in the unique act of 

observaDon in that fleeDng moment.  I like to say I don’t 

find the picture, the picture finds me.  I photograph to 

fulfill my creaDve vision. 

Larry Siegel’s approach to photographing 
subjects (2015) 
 (Transcribed from a filmed interview by Harry Mena) 

Q: How are you approaching the subject? What is Larry Siegel’s style of approaching 

them? 

Larry: I just try to leave them alone and let them be themselves and capture them in any 

moment that they can reveal themselves, their personality beyond their ethnic 

background. In the end I am more interested in them as people than any parDcular 

ethnic group. I want the people to express themselves and look aVracDve or interesDng 

for the photographs. That is all.  So I try to elicit without interfering as much as possible. 

Q: That is a good point. “Without interfering.” 

Larry: I don’t pose them or rarely, no I do I confess someDmes a liVle. 



Q: You try not to do that is that correct? 

Larry: I don’t want to change their characterisDc, I want them to be themselves. Now if 

they can be themselves and openly relate to me it is fine. They can give me a big smile or 

a big sneer or whatever they want. 

Q: In most cases when you approach the subject they are usually not aware iniDally, is 

that 

correct? 

Larry: Right, I am very sneeky, deliberately because most people are not good actors and 

can’t respond in a way that they would like in the end. So I try to help them by not 

leZng them know. That is preVy interesDng, isn’t it. 


